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Thank you for considering Dubai English Speaking College
(DESC) as an option for the next phase of your education.

This is a vitally important time as it acts as the transition
between Secondary School and University.

We have one of the most extensive ranges of courses for you to
choose from in the Middle East specifically designed to meet
the needs of all students and provide you with the very best
opportunity to progress on to University.

The development of the Sixth Form at DESC has been based on our ethos of providing exceptional teaching supported by discrete

facilities for our senior students. Our Sixth Form students are treated differently, given extra responsibilities and privileges,

whilst still being made to feel a part of the College and they act as role models to our younger students.

We place great emphasis on supporting the students through this phase and preparing them for University. Our guidance,
information and advice services are exceptional and we have strong links with many Universities globally. We have a track record
of students gaining places at the best Universities in the UK, USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia, the Far East and Europe.

Our Sixth Form facilities are truly exceptional, | am sure that when you see these for yourself, you will agree and want to be a
part of our Sixth Form at DESC. These facilities include study areas, dining, social and leisure facilities, which all combine to
provide an ambient place to relax and study independently. The Sixth Form facilities also include state of the art areas

throughout the College including Science, Sport, Performing Arts, ICT and Design.
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This is an exciting time to be a Sixth Form student at DESC and | know that our Sixth Form Team will ensure you have the best
possible experience during this phase. You will be challenged to achieve the best you can in order to make the next step,
whatever or wherever that might be. You will be supported and guided academically, emotionally and throughout the University
application process to help you gain places at the best Universities around the world. You will also experience exceptional

enrichment opportunities in areas such as Sport and Performing Arts.

I hope you find the information provided useful.

We look forward to receiving your application and discussing your future with us.

Chris Vizzard
Headteacher
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE COUPLED WITH EXCEPTIONAL PASTORAL CARE
As a centre for academic excellence, DESC attracts students from all over the world and was oversubscribed in the academic year
2021/22. Students graduate in Year 13 with the results and prowess to take University places, in prestigious establishments both in
the UK and much further afield. This year, a quarter of our graduates are now at one of the UKs top 10 Universities with another
80 students now across the globe attending Universities in the US, Canada, Japan and The Netherlands. The personal care we take
of each and every student gives them the confidence and emotional resilience to succeed and we take a keen interest, through our

Alumni programme, of the future endeavours of our students.

OUSTANDING PROVISION ROOTED IN EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCES
Dubai English Speaking College (DESC) is an exceptional place to study and work. The physical space apportioned to our Sixth Form
students would rival any University campus and ensures that our students are afforded every provision necessary to allow them to
thrive and learn. A rich and generous ‘Super Curriculum’ ensures that, outside of lessons, our students are exposed to a wealth of
enrichment opportunities and provided with platforms on which to compete and perform. The Sixth Form Centre is a lively place

of academia often thronging with society meetings, debate and general social activity.

SEAMLESS TRANSITIONS ESPOUSED FROM WORLD CLASS INFORMATION, ADVICE & GUIDANCE
Sixth Form is an interesting phase as in many ways it purely serves as a gateway to the next. At DESC, we believe that everything
we do should open as many doors as possible and we therefore work hard with both students and parents in opening their eyes to
the endless opportunities that await. With skilled professionals versed in post-16 information, advice and guidance we have the
capacity to work with our DESC families in exploring future careers, potential University applications and ensuring that the

transition from this phase to the next is as seamless as possible. For example, a comprehensive Oxbridge pathway is available for

students, alongside others for those pursuing lvy League or Medicine.



OUR CAMPUS

DESC Sixth Form students have the benefit of a purpose built Sixth Form

Centre, which provides various independent learning spaces for private
or collaborative study. At its heart is an extensive communal social area
with all-day dining, wellness rooms, a high-performance gym and a Zen
Garden. Designed with students in mind, the space mirrors the ethos of
the College and is truly a spectacular part of the campus providing our
students with a University-style experience. The DESC branded pool
table remains a favourite of the students, but we are always looking to
procure further interesting facilities and to use the spaces for

extraordinary events and experiences.

OUR STUDENTS

Certificate of Gradua
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It is difficult to describe the DESC Sixth Form student as we pride ourselves
on nurturing individuality and celebrating diversity. However, key values
hold the student body together and are explored in regular keynote
assemblies and modelled daily by staff. Therefore, the DESC Sixth Form
student could certainly be described as tolerant, kind and well-mannered
but also ambitious, confident and resilient. Success is celebrated but
students are also taught to be magnanimous and humble. Leadership
features heavily as a theme at Sixth Form and serves as a reminder that it is
every Sixth Former’s responsibility to be a role model and ambassador.
Those who choose to pursue Leadership roles can aspire to become a
member of the SSLT (Student Senior Leadership Team) which provides a
unique and coveted insight into the workings of the College and exposure to
the SLT (Senior Leadership Team) on a regular basis. Student voice is heard,
and every student is provided with the tools and the platforms to support
global concerns, local culture and worthy causes. We urge our students to

create an aspirational legacy and for every cohort to outperform the one

that went before them, thus creating a driven and inspired student body.

OVERALL EXPERIENCE
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Mrs Louise Ford - Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Ford has overall responsibility for leading the Sixth Form. She provides the
strategy and leadership necessary for this Key Stage and ensures that it is
aligned with the ethos, values and direction of the entire College whilst
retaining some distinctions.

Mrs Keely Vernon-Ward - Head of Sixth Form
Mrs Vernon-Ward is responsible for academic excellence in the Sixth Form
alongside its day to day running. She provides the managerial prowess and
organisational skills necessary to lead nearly five hundred students and is
committed to delivering outstanding provision.

Mr Kevin Mclean-Deputy Head of Sixth Form

Mr Mclean is responsible for providing exceptional pastoral care in the Sixth
Form. He provides the e xperience and knowledge necessary to manage the
behaviour and conduct of our young adults whilst also inducting new students
and providing data analysis.

Mr Pete Flynn - Academic Enrichment Manager

Mr Flynn is responsible for enhancing the curriculum through exceptional
experiences. He coordinates the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), leads
the Year 12 Prefects and coordinates the DESC Super Curriculum.

Mr Matthew Davies - Head of Vocational Education

Mr Davies leads our Vocational provision. Overseeing and managing all of the
different Vocational courses on offer, Mr Davies ensures that students excel
and enjoy their chosen courses and experience a wide range of work-based
experiences.

Mr Mitchell Burke - Transition Manager

Mr Burke is responsible for providing information, advice and guidance for
students and their families. He leads the DESC Oxbridge programme and
ensures that transitions between phases are as seamless as possible.

Mrs Christine Dunne - Higher Education Co-ordinator

Mrs Dunne oversees the seamless transition of all students from DESC Sixth
Form to Higher Education. Holding appointments, leading workshops,
organising speakers and proofing statements, Mrs Dunne ensures that every
student is provided with bespoke guidance and competitive applications.

DRM TE

Ms. Laura Reidy - Head of IAG (Information, Advice and Guidance)

Ms Reidy supports and coaches Sixth Form students who wish to explore a range
of careers. Knowledgeable and resourceful, Ms Reidy ensures that those
students who do not wish to pursue Higher Education are well equipped and
prepared for the next stage of their journey.

Mrs Helen Cooper - Senior Student Manager

Mrs Cooper supports our Year 13 students to ensure academic excellence and
exceptional pastoral care. As a mentor and coach, she works with students in
removing barriers to their learning and building good study habits whilst also
planning the Graduation and end of term celebrations.

Mrs Jenna Wilson - Student Manager

Mrs Wilson supports our Year 12 students to ensure academic excellence and
exceptional pastoral care. As a mentor and coach, she works with students to
enhance their experience whilst also providing opportunities for them to
engage in Sport, Charity and DESCares projects.

Mrs Lisa Goodall - Parent Liaison

Mrs Goodall leads the administration of the Sixth Form, and the connection
between parents, staff and students. Mrs Goodall keeps parents up to date
with information shared via the isams parent portal. Alongside managing local
trips for students.

Mrs Sonia Rossetti - Sixth Form Receptionist

Mrs Rossetti supports the Sixth Form team in dealing with parental enquiries
and absence. Friendly and helpful, Mrs Rossetti ensures that every Sixth Form
parent and their child feels welcomed and cared for.

Mr Philip Arnold - KS5 Learning Support Coordinator

Mr Arnold works with individual students requiring extra support and guidance.
He predominantly interacts with small groups or works 1:1 and is invaluable in
building student confidence.

Mrs Louise Oakley - Student Advisor

Mrs Oakley supports students with their social, emotional, mental health and
wellbeing using evidence based, holistic practice. Mrs Oakley works with
students, parents, teachers and external providers, working to collaboratively
support students and fostering the best possible outcomes by promoting
positive wellbeing and supporting students to thrive in all aspects of both
college and outside of school life.



The Sixth Form curriculum at DESC is rich and varied created to provide infinite pathways for our diverse group of students. The decision to pursue an academic or vocational post-16 pathway should be made by considering many factors. A Levels are
Enhanced and enriched by a Super Curriculum the overall Sixth Form experience is one designed to ensure academic assessed by terminal examinations, after two years of study, whilst BTECs rely on continuous assessment with no

excellence alongside extraordinary experiences. examinations. A Levels tend to be academic and philosophical in content whilst BTEC’s rely on practical and real-world

PATHWAYS

The three pathways at DESC are Academic, Vocational or Mixed. Students pursuing our Academic route can select from 23

different GCE Advanced Level (A Level) Qualifications and should choose 3 separate subjects in total. ACADEMIC PATHWAY 2 AEE SUbJeCtS =

application. Furthermore, success at A Level typically relies on achieving at least a grade 6 in that subject at GCSE whilst

BTEC success relies heavily on hard work, organisation and application.

Students pursuing our Vocational route can select from 8 different BTEC/RSL Qualifications and should choose 3 options in

total. In Vocational Pathways many subjects can be taken as a single option, known as a Sub-Diploma (worth 1) or a double

option, known as a Diploma (worth 2). VOCAT'ONAL PATHWAY A 1 BTEC DIPLOMA (worth 2) &

Students wishing to pursue our Mixed pathway can choose a total of 3 options from either list. 1 BTEC SUB DIPLOMA (Worth 1):=3

VOCATIONAL PATHWAY B 3 BTEC SUB DIPLOMAS

(worth 1 each) =3

2 A LEVEL SUBJECTS &
1 BTEC SUB DIPLOMA (worth 1)

MIXED PATHWAY A

1 A LEVEL SUBJECT &
1 BTEC DIPLOMA (worth 2) =3

MIXED PATHWAY B

1 A LEVEL SUBJECT &
2 SUB DIPLOMAS (worth 1 each) = 3

MIXED PATHWAY C




]

As a British Curriculum Sixth Form we offer GCE Advanced Levels (A Levels). Being a large, oversubscribed, established Sixth ! As an inclusive College, we are proud to offer a growing range of BTEC National Diploma, (2 options), BTEC Subsidiary Diploma,
Form allows us to offer an extensive choice. A Levels are examined after two years and graded from A*-U. In the academic
year 2021/2022, 55% of all DESC A Level grades were awarded at A or A* and 83% of grades were A*-B. Both statistics are

(1 option) and RSL (Rock School London) Qualifications. Vocational Qualifications rely on ongoing assessment of coursework
and are graded from Pass to Distinction Star or D*. In the academic year 2021/22, 85% of all DESC BTEC/RSL grades were either
Distinction (D) or Distinction Star (D*) and 100% of students passed. Both statistics are significantly above UK averages and
testament to our commitment to providing bespoke pathways for our students.

significantly above UK averages and are testament to our experience in delivering world-class Post-16 education.

Please find our extensive list of A Level choices below:

Art Photography
Art - Fine Art
Arabic

Biology

Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science

Economics

English Language

English Literature
French

Further Mathematics

Geography
History
Information Technology
Law

Mathematics
Media Studies
Physics

Physical Education
Politics
Psychology
Spanish

Please see our growing list of BTEC/RSL choices listed here:

BTEC - Applied Science

BTEC - Creative Media

BTEC - Creative Media

BTEC - Enterprise & Entrepreneurship
BTEC - Enterprise & Entrepreneurship
BTEC - Hospitality

BTEC - Sport

BTEC - Sport

BTEC - Travel & Tourism

BTEC - Travel & Tourism

RSL - Creative & Performing Arts (CAPA)
RSL - Music Practitioner (MUSPRA)

Subsidiary Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
Subsidiary Diploma
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The majority of University offers are based on three subjects. Offers to even the most prestigious Universities
in the world tend to be three A* grades rather than four A grades. However, the choice of three options is
also conducive to a well-rounded Sixth Form experience, allowing time for enriching a student’s timetable

with extra activities and moments to access our Super Curriculum.

PERIODS IN A DESC WEEK 29 HOURS

Option One 6 Hours Of Taught Content

Option Two 6 Hours Of Taught Content
Option Three 6 Hours Of Taught Content
Life Class 1 Hour Of Taught Content

Enrichment 3 Hours Of Taught Content

Wellbeing

1 Hour Of Optional Content

Independent Study 2 Hours Per Option Subject*

(Hours
Remaining)

PERIODS IN A DESC WEEK

Option One
Option Two
OptionThree
Option Four
Life Class
Enrichment

Wellbeing

6 Hours Of Taught Content
6 Hours Of Taught Content
6 Hours Of Taught Content
6 Hours Of Taught Content
1 Hour Of Taught Content

3 Hours Of Taught Content

1 Hour Per Optional Content

29 HOURS

(Hours
Remaining)

Whilst Option A is balanced, Option B leaves no time for independent study which can prove problematic. Learning positive

study habits is an essential part of a student’s Sixth Form experience equipping them with essential skills for University and

later life. Additionally, the commitment to completing an additional 24 hours of study on top of a rigorous curriculum can,

in some cases, have a detrimental effect on the wellbeing of a student in the formative years of their life.
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Proud to be an inclusive College, with a diverse student body, we have developed four specific pathways for
students who are Emirati, planning to study in Australia, Arabic passport holders or Acutely Academic in a
bid to make the transition from Key Stage Four to Sixth Form as seamless as possible.

DESC welcomes Emirati families and ensures that they are
provided with the necessary information, advice and guidance
regarding Equivalency so that they can confidently pursue
their chosen Sixth Form pathway. Equivalency refers to British
Curriculum Public Examinations being recognised by the UAE
and Ministry of Education therefore resulting in a Leavers
Certificate which will allow the bearer to continue their study

in the UAE or to avail of government employment in the UAE.

Decree 833, point 1 of article 6, states that Emirati students
must pass two A Level subjects at grade D or above to gain
Equivalency. That subject must come from an approved list of
A levels of which DESC offers 16.

DESC will support all Emirati families with their decision

whether to pursue Equivalency or waive their right to it.

Currently, Vocational qualifications do not qualify a student )
. L . DESC sends students all over the world. In the academic year 2020/21, nearly a third of students chose University places
for Equivalency and therefore many Emirati families choose to ] ] . . . ] . N ]
. . . outside of the UK with many returning to, or discovering, Australia. To qualify for a top university in Australia, students need
forego Equivalency to allow their son/daughter a free choice
f path to have studied English Language until the end of Year 12. To facilitate this necessity, DESC is proud to offer an AS in English
of pathways.
Language which can be chosen as an additional subject for students keen to study in Australia post-DESC.

To support students who will study Arabic A and/or Islamic throughout their two years of Sixth Form, we have developed a Despite not being academically selective, DESC attracts students of extraordinary intellectual ability. For these students, a
distinct strategy. These students must keep either Option A or Option C free from a choice to ensure that their timetable four A Level academic pathway may be conducive. With pastoral care at the heart of our decision making at DESC, a set of
remains manageable and compliant. Most subjects span more than one option block therefore it also ensures that choice guidelines allows families to consider whether this pathway may suit their son/daughter and protects the interest of the

for Arabic A students remains as boundless as possible. student.To consider this pathway a student would typically obtain a minimum of eight grade 8’s at GCSE.



Complementing our Academic and Vocational Pathways, we offer a range of academic enrichment subjects designed to o N 1.

enhance the overall curriculum for our students. Many students indulge in one or more of our options and historically these iy ,ll 111‘1‘%
additions have proved highly valuable in terms of University admissions. v 910 v X T ‘
0 START TALKI

INTEND T0 06
EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
For students who are interested in extending their knowledge of a specific subject, we offer the EPQ. This qualification
provides an opportunity for students to extend their abilities beyond an A level syllabus, and to prepare for University or
their future career. Students have the choice of writing a 5000 word dissertation with academic referencing or to construct
an artefact accompanied by a research paper. In either case, students learn advanced research skills as well as being given t *
the opportunity to conduct their own primary research. Students are supported by a weekly lesson as well as regular ‘ _ X o * X
meetings with a supervisor. With no set subject areas, students have the opportunity to pursue their own subject interests - * E @ x
and determine their own title in conjunction with the EPQ Centre Coordinator. ® ouw /M W
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MATHEMATICAL STUDIES

Mathematical Studies is a course designed to maintain and develop real-life maths skills. The content that the students work

through is not purely theoretical or abstract; it can be applied on a day-to-day basis in work, study or life and includes a
financial maths element. The skills developed in the study of mathematics are increasingly important in the workplace and

in higher education; Mathematical Studies will help students develop and maintain these essential skills.

CLASSICAL STUDIES

Classical studies enables students to learn about the cultures and beliefs of the ancient Greeks and Romans in a

multi-disciplinary subject which covers both ideas and context. The study of the Classical world is invaluable in helping

students understand contemporary events as Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome have shaped modern perspectives on topics Bhwa
Sragrd

ranging from Politics to Art. Classics is a subject designed to enhance critical thinking skills and build capacity for UQJTOF;I
\

empathising with people from different cultures.
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There is an opportunity to study an AS in French or Spanish as an additional enrichment subject. As an International College

BOU HAS
ED HER TO BE CONSIDERED

we are proud to offer this provision.
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The dictionary tells us that for something to be truly described as exceptional it must have elements of brilliance, atypicality and
uniqueness. This page is dedicated to everything out of the ordinary. The attention to detail, the innovation and the creative spirit
that drives DESC staff truly provides an exceptional experience for their students.

THE LIFE CURRICULUM

A weekly element of every student’s Sixth Form timetable is an hour spent in a LIFE class. An hour dedicated to important issues
that do not feature in a traditional curriculum but would feature on every adult’s list of things that are necessary to know. From
everyday procedures like how to manage a credit card to life skills including self-defence, the LIFE curriculum explores a range
of topics and focuses on ensuring our students are ready to live an independent life. Alongside skills and tips the curriculum also
carefully delves into sensitive areas, delivered in a transactional manner intended to inform rather than debate. Parents have
control over exposure to these topics but typically agree that the College takes this part of their responsibility seriously and have

been historically grateful for this initiative.

OUR STUDENT MANAGERS
A personnel innovation at DESC Sixth Form is to employ two full time, non-teaching, Student
Managers whose sole responsibility is to take care of the academic and pastoral welfare of the
students. Unlike a traditional Sixth Form structure, DESC’s commitment to being student-centred

affords its pupils ample opportunities to seek professional help for any areas in which they may be
struggling. With the counter-intuitive goal of making themselves redundant, the student managers v
mentor and counsel the students providing them with the skills and strategies to no longer need ’ 2
them. Offering 1:1 or group sessions, the managers guarantee that even with a large cohort, every _:
student has access to someone to help care for their wellbeing, mental health and long-term ff; :
goals.

THE DRIVING TEST WALL

Another momentous occasion, distinct to students of Sixth Form age, is the
opportunity to learn to drive and obtain a license. Believing this to be a key skill
for all adults, DESC supports its students’ by securing lessons and celebrates each
student that passes. Having your polaroid picture posted on the ‘Driving Test Wall’
has become synonymous with success and is yet another addition at DESC that

drives our culture of community, care and family. Once again, students are

presented with a keepsake of their achievement in the form of a DESC keyring

which adorns many Sixth Form fobs and inspires yet more to complete this

important life skill.

LEAVING AN INCREDIBLE LASTING IMPRESSION

After two momentous years with us we work hard to ensure that all students leave DESC
Sixth Form knowing that they are always welcome back but also with memories and
friendships that will last well into adulthood. A committee dedicates itself to planning
events for the last few weeks of Year 13 and prepares events including, A Morning of
Sport, The Gown Shop, The Yearbook, Shirt Signing Day, Graduation, SSLT Lunch and
other memorable events to ensure that every DESC student leaves feeling part of
something special. We are always sad to see our students leave but comforted that we

have dedicated two years to creating young men and women with the DESC Demeanour.

THE DESC DEMEANOUR

‘Like a DESC student please’ is a phrase used throughout the College to positively challenge behaviour. Knowing that these
young people in our care will soon be attending interviews and interacting in an abundance of social settings we actively and
consistently remind our students of the importance of manners and emotional intelligence. Saying ‘Good Morning Sir/Miss’
whilst maintaining eye contact is just one very small example of the daily routines embedded in DESC school life to instil what
we refer to as the DESC Demeanour. Opening assemblies are dedicated to the ideal that DESC students will be recognised by

others for their impeccable manners and maturity, and this is something that is actively reinforced on a daily basis.

THE FRIDAY BIRTHDAY RITUAL

Turning 18 is a key moment and one that signals the start of adulthood. Most of us can pull

on our time-stamped memory of this event in our own lives and recall where we were and

who we shared this rite of passage with. With a dedication to creating a strong community,

the Friday Birthday ritual ensures that every student celebrates their special day with their
1% peers and is presented with a personalised key to treasure as a keepsake for years to
' come. The weekly event serves as a reminder of the importance of celebration, of
supporting one another and brings the Sixth Form together in song and laughter at the

end of another busy week.

WORLD-CLASS PLATFORMS

DESC students perform on the biggest stages and at the most prestigious events.
DESC sports teams compete at the highest level both nationally and
internationally whilst being coached by ex-professionals on pristine grass

pitches and show netball courts. In Performing Arts, our students can take

-

Dol advantage of our links with Arts Ed in the UK, perform in competitions held at
\ locations including Dubai Opera and star in our yearly, high-budget musical.

SAY ‘YES’ CULTURE

DESC Students try new things. For example, in Public Speaking, students can

choose from Debate, World Scholars and Model United Nations competitions and
residencies throughout the year to hone their skills and fill their trophy
cabinets. The opportunities and experiences truly are extraordinary, creating

students with unique Personal Statements worthy of any prestigious University.
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DESC creates leaders. Surrounded by staff with
post-graduate qualifications in Leadership, DESC students
are well supported in understanding theoretical approaches
and provided with multiple opportunities to apply their
knowledge.

Sixth Form students are expected to lead in some capacity
and are encouraged to take an active role in the DESC
community. With a range of tiers and positions available,
their leadership helps shape the future of the College. The
idea of leaving a 'legacy' is a phrase used frequently to ignite
the passion of the students and to empower them to
understand their leadership potential.

PREFECTS

In Term One of Year 12, all students are encouraged to apply
for the role of Prefect. With a culture of saying 'yes' and
wanting to be involved, nearly all do and submit incredible
audition videos outlining their plans for DESC's future or
philanthropic ideas in a bid to make it the final selection
process. By October/November, 30 are carefully chosen, of
new and existing students who are then trained to lead
tours, attend events and build a leadership portfolio under
the mentorship of a Senior Prefect.

SENIOR PREFECTS

DESC'S Senior Prefects typically grow from the Prefects or
House Leaders of the previous academic year. Their role is to
mentor the Prefects whilst also undertaking prestigious
ambassadorial tasks and building lower school connections.
They are only superseded by the DESC SSLT.
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SSLT

The SSLT, or Student Senior Leadership Team. are a team
of six leaders with incredible potential. They head up
large initiatives, are mentored by the Head of Sixth Form
and can be called upon by any member of the SLT (Senior

¥ | eadership Team) to fulfil tasks and roles. They are led by

the Head Boy and Head Girl.

HEAD BOY & HEAD GIRL

To be appointed Head Boy or Head Girl at DESC is an

| incredible honour. The selection process is fair yet

rigorous and testament to the extensive exposure to
Leadership that those that make it to the final stages have

already experienced. To ensure there is an element of
1 mentoring and a 'handing over' of titles, the incoming

Head Boy and Girl are chosen at the end of Term Two of
Year 12 so that they can learn under the tutelage of the
outgoing Head Boy and Girl in Term Three. A
self-sustaining system compliments the ideology of the
College of 'growing from within'.

| Leadership is arguably the most beneficial activity a

student can pursue outside of their studies. Planning,
decision making, communicating and working as part of a
team are all essential skills that are developed and
enhanced during these experiences.

Join us and look out for your chance to become a DESC
Prefect in Term One.

*
Ml .

X
*" DESC «

»

EST 2008 E 4

*;}*



Sixth Form Open Evening and

Project 11.5 with Tutors

Project 10.5 Parent Event Results Day and

Year 11 Mock Examinations Final subjects to be confirmed 1:1 Subject Changes by Request

December February

November January

Year 11 Parents’ Evening and an Opportunity Deposit to be paid to secure your place Year 11 Parents’ Evening and a second
to discuss potential options with opportunity to discuss potential options
Subject Teachers with Subject Teachers

Public Examinations

Tutor mentoring of students
following mock results

I'M STAYING




POTENTIAL DESC STUDENTS

As an increasing popular choice for external students and with a high retention rate of our own Year 11 students, we have a
limited number of Year 12 places available for September 2023. Last academic year no offers could be made on GCSE Results
Day as a waiting list had already built by the end of Term 2. From February to May, we were inundated with requests for
interviews and would therefore encourage parents, considering DESC, to act quickly to avoid disappointment. However, we
are thrilled to receive applications from students eager to immerse themselves in the DESC Sixth Form experience and
welcome families on our Tours and Interview Day weekly. Do not hesitate to get in touch if what you have read and seen to

date seems an excellent fit for your Sixth Form choice.

To apply please complete our online application form and return the non-refundable Application Fee of AED 525 (inclusive of
VAT). We will also require a copy of your most recent school report, Mock Results (where possible) a Personal Statement

detailing why you would be a great fit for DESC and a letter of recommendation from your Head of Year or Headteacher.

On receipt of a completed application, you may be invited for formal interview for which you should dress smartly or in your

current school uniform and come ready to discuss your past achievements and future aspirations.

If the offer of a place is made by the College, a non-refundable deposit of AED 7,500 must be paid within 7 working days of
the date of the offer letter. The AED 7,500 deposit will then be deducted from the first term’s fee.

All offers of Sixth Form places are unconditional as DESC will guarantee to find a suitable academic pathway for all students

who are offered a place with us.

To access Level 3 courses, students must attain the minimum of 5 GCSE passes at Grade 4 or above. There are specific entry

criteria to gain access onto A level courses, please see Entry Criteria for further details.

Students must confirm that they are taking up their place in the Sixth Form by 3pm UAE time on Thursday 25th August 2022

otherwise the place may be reallocated to another student.

Please note: An original Transfer Certificate from the previous school is required to register a child with any school
in the United Arab Emirates. Please ensure you request a Transfer Certificate from your current school if you are
arriving from outside Dubai. Students transferring from schools within the UAE should give notice to the current
school that they will be transferring and request a Transfer Certificate. Without a Transfer Certificate, a school is
unable to register a student with the Ministry of Education and the student will not be able to attend school in the
UAE. You should note that the certificate must not be dated more than three months prior to the date of entry to

the new school.

I'M JOINING
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There are particular subjects which may be required or expected for entry to certain degree courses. These requirements
may change as Universities adjust their expectations, and only individual University websites should be considered
Sixth Form precedes a period of major change: the end of students’ long association with the College and the assumption authoritative.
of formal adult status as they embark on another stage in their lives. Such a significant step requires thorough preparation;
what students decide now will impact upon them for some time to follow. The range of options is considerable and there

is much to think about; planning ahead, choosing a course of action from the alternatives available and matching ambitions

to abilities is all part of the preparation process. At present the following guidelines should be borne in mind:
Natural Science: Mathematics plus at least two of the three sciences advised
As part of their Sixth Form studies, students will take part in careers workshops and attend careers coaching sessions to
provide them with guidance on the choices available to them. Experienced staff are available to meet with students and Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science: Mathematics, Chemistry and Biology strongly advised
parents to discuss the routes available for them to follow when they leave College. Students are encouraged to undertake Pharmacy: Chemistry and Biology are strongly advised
work experience opportunities to give them first-hand experiences of potential future careers. Engineering: Mathematics and Physics required, Further Mathematics is very useful
Computing: Mathematics is required, Computer Science is useful
The majority of our students apply to, and are accepted into, Universities all over the world. The application processes for Reychology: Hauallystwe seiences arc advised BUL cary vig an sibleats s pessihie
the different countries will be explained to them and they will be guided through the various application processes, for Economics: Mathematics is strongly advised
example the UCAS system for entry to British Universities, or the Common Application Process for the US. Students will be Business Studies, Management: Mathematical Studies is helpful but not essential
ncouraged to in i h rtuniti i hem and i r full rt in th rsuit of their Universi . .
encouraged to investigate the opportunities available to them and we give our full support in the pursuit of their University Forelgn languages: T e e el e e
places.
Law: History is a good facilitating subject, both other A levels at the highest grade are acceptable
Journalism: English Language is strongly advised, however English Literature, Media or Psychology are useful
In Year 12, students will start to think about their future careers. They will have the opportunity to attend career Sports Science: Physical Education is required. Biology, Chemistry or Psychology are useful
presentations from guest speakers, together with coaching sessions to help guide them with their future career intentions. International Relations: e e e e R e e
Physiotherapy: Biology is essential and a second science highly desirable (includes Mathematics)
To assist with course and institution choices, University representatives visit the College on a regular basis and we Drama/Performing Arts: English Literature and/or Drama and Theatre Studies
recommend that students attend these meetings so that they can ask questions. All students at DESC have access to a (history of performances and/or portfolio of relevant work)
dedicated software programme that enables them to search for relevant courses based on their interests and academic
attainment.
As a result of this comprehensive preparation, DESC has an excellent track record of students securing places in high Further details about all our courses can be found in our Subject Booklet publication.

demand and competitive courses, at the most prestigious educational institutions across the world.
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DESC’S Higher Education Department offers information, advice and guidance to all students; we support our students and

help them make informed decisions about their university choices to destinations all over the world.

As a result of our comprehensive preparation, DESC has an excellent track record of students securing places in high demand

and competitive courses, at the most prestigious educational institutions worldwide.

"DESC STUDENTS APPLY TO PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITIES ALL OVER THE WORLD"

UK APPLICATIONS

DESC students are offered places at the top UK universities, including those in the Russell Group and Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. The pathway to a UK application begins early in Year 12 when students are given the opportunity to research
universities and courses using the Unifrog platform. Our experienced personal tutors assist Year 12 students in drafting the
personal statement and beginning the UCAS application form. This process accelerates in Year 13 when university choices are

confirmed and the application is submitted to UCAS.

Higher Education at DESC provision for UK applicants also includes:

) Dedicated Oxbridge Provision, including Oxbridge Interview Preparation
° Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary interview programme
) University visits and taster lectures.

US AND CANADA APPLICATIONS

Universities in North America are becoming increasingly popular destinations for DESC students. The Higher Education
Department introduces students in Year 12 to the Common Application (USA applications), and OUAC (Canadian applications).
We ensure that our students are fully equipped to submit a competitive application to prestigious universities in both USA and
Canada.

Higher Education at DESC provision for North American applicants also includes:
® Bespoke workshops on all factors pertaining to a competitive application
° One to one meeting with University Counsellor

® Visits from relevant universities

In an increasingly changing world, we have students applying to a number of different countries and our Higher Education
provision continually keeps up to date with the requirements of applications to multiple locations. DESC students are offered

places in Europe, in particular the Netherlands, as well as South Africa, Australia and other locations.

Higher Education at DESC provision for Europe & the Rest of the World, also includes:

® Bespoke workshops on application platforms, such as Studielink (Netherlands)

() Personalised information and guidance on each destination

® Visits from a number of universities




POST DESC
DESTINATIONS 2022

DESC is incredibly proud of its 218 students who graduated from Year 13 in 2022. The majority of our students have taken the

academic route and gone on to pursue higher education, while others have taken alternative paths such as a gap year, and some have
even entered the working world with full time employment. DESC students have secured places in many of the world’s leading
universities, over 44% of the cohort are at Russell Group universities in the UK. 16% of our UK applicants will be attending universities
in the top 10 of the Best UK Universities 2022 league table. North America remains a top destination with 13% students attending
prestigious universities in Canada and the US. We wish all of our DESC Alumni all the very best for the next chapter of their lives!
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A. Typically, Universities base their offers on 3 A level
subjects. You will choose 3 subjects and decide whether to
undertake an academic enrichment programme such as an EPQ
or Mathematical Studies. Please note that BTEC Diploma
courses are equivalent to 2 A levels and BTEC Subsidiary

courses are equivalent to 1 A level.

A. Many students claim that they know what career they want
to pursue, only to change their minds the following year.
Although it is useful to have a clear idea, it is much better to
pursue subjects that you enjoy and that you can do well in.
Knowing your strengths and weaknesses and making decisions
which are informed and realistic is part of being a Sixth Form

student. In short, know your strengths and play to them.

A. Some students have successfully studied A level courses that
they have not studied previously, although the decision to do so
is one which must be considered carefully in consultation with
the appropriate members of staff. The final outcome,

however, is decided at your guidance meeting or interview.

ANY QUESTIONS?

A. Making informed and carefully considered choices
before you choose your A level or BTEC courses is crucial
to ensure that you are studying the most appropriate
subjects. Any change beyond this stage is not
recommended, however, students will be allowed to
swap subjects up to the end of September in the first
term. This must be requested by using the appropriate

form.

A. The A of A level stands for ‘Advanced’, so all subjects
at this level are significantly more challenging. Many
students undergo a period of transition in the first couple
of months of Year 12. All staff, however, are aware of
this and can help you develop your expertise within that
subject. The higher your GCSE results the more

manageable you will find an Advanced level course.

A. Email: hecoordinator@dessc.sch.ae and make us
aware of the subject difficulties, we will then look at

possible alternatives to help you.
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OPTION BLOCKS

With so much choice available, DESC uses an option block system to ensure a tenable, bespoke timetable can be built for each
individual student.

Please note the following key principles when making choices.

There are 4 option blocks labelled from A-D

3 choices should be made from 3 of the 4 option blocks

One option block should be kept free

Arabic A students must keep either option block A or option block C free

Most academic subjects can be found in more than one option block.

For students with a grade 9 for GCSE Maths, Further Maths can be chosen in option block A and option block D together
with a choice from either option block B or option block C

® Subjects with a ** next to them require a minimum of grade 7 at GCSE to ensure success at A Level.

ENTRY CRITERIA

DESC is an inclusive College but morally driven to obtain the best outcomes for all of its students. Our Post-16, three A Level,
Academic pathway is incredibly challenging and should only be pursued by those who have demonstrated the skills and
knowledge at GCSE necessary to affirm potential success at the end of Year 13.

To this end, the following principles are consistently applied by the Sixth Form team when providing information, advice and
guidance to students/families unsure on what to choose.

A grade 6 at GCSE or IGCSE is necessary to pursue a subject at A Level

A minimum of grade 7 at GCSE is necessary to pursue Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry or Physics at A Level

®
®
® A minimum of grade 9 at GCSE is necessary to pursue Further Mathematics at A Level
® If Physics is chosen, Maths should be chosen to compliment this choice

®

A student should avoid choosing more than two subjects at A Level that they have not studied at GCSE

OPTION BLOCK A

OPTION BLOCK B

OPTION BLOCK C

OPTION BLOCK D

Art Photography Art Business Studies Arabic
Biology** Biology** Chemistry** Art
Business Studies Business Studies Computer Science Biology**

Chemistry**

Chemistry**

Economics

Business Studies

Economics

Computer Science

English Literature

Economics

English Language

Economics

Geography

Further Mathematics*

English Literature

English Language

Mathematics™

History

Further Mathematics* French Media Studies AS Mathematics
Geography History Physical Education Mathematics*™
Mathematics*™ Information Technology Physics** Media Studies
Politics Law Psychology Physical Education
Psychology Media Studies Spanish Politics
Physics** Psychology
Psychology

OPTION BLOCK A

OPTION BLOCK B

BTEC Enterprise & Entrepreneurship (EE)
Diploma (2 A level equivalent)

OPTION BLOCK C

OPTION BLOCK D

BTEC Creative Media Production
Diploma (2 A level equivalent)

BTEC Travel & Tourism (TT)
Diploma (2 A level equivalent)

Diploma (2 A level equivalent)

BTEC EE
Subsidiary Diploma

BTEC TT
Subsidiary Diploma

BTEC Sport
Subsidiary Diploma

BTEC Creative Media
Subsidiary Diploma

BTEC Applied Science
Subsidiary Diploma

Music Practitioner (MUSPRA)
Subsidiary Diploma

BTEC Hospitality
Subsidiary Diploma

Creative & Performing Arts
(CAPA) Subsidiary Diploma

Music Practitioner (MUSPRA)
Subsidiary Diploma

EPQ

EPQ

EPQ

EPQ

Mathematical Studies!

Mathematical Studies!

Mathematical Studies!

Mathematical Studies!

AS Classical Studies

AS French

AS Spanish

" May not be running in all blocks - will depend on numbers in the class
All Arabic A and Islamic A students MUST keep either Block A or Block C free.
No BTEC for Emirati students

* Further Mathematics requires a 9 in Maths GCSE. This must be selected in Option Block A AND Option Block D

** These subjects require a 7 in Mathematics and a 7 in each separate science or a 7/7 in combined science to study
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Dubai English Speaking College
Academic City, Dubai, UAE
Phone: +971 04 - 360 4866

www.dessc.sch.ae

n DESCDubai dubaienglishspeakingcollege g DESCDubai
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